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ACTION 2: Active and latent (licensed) capacity in  
the Brown Crab (Cancer pagurus) fishery in Ireland 
Introduction 
Activity 3 of the ACRUNET project discussed in 2012-2013 the status of brown crab stocks and the 
management issues surrounding these stocks. Although the original objective of Activity 3 was 
to formulate and, if possible, implement case study management plans the industry members 
of ACRUNET felt that successful management plans could not be developed given the current 
licencing policy for crab fisheries in Ireland and UK. 

In Ireland the licensing policy is non-restrictive and entry to the fishery is open to vessels that have 
general (polyvalent) fishing licences even if these vessels have never been involved in the crab 
fishery. The number of vessels operating in the fishery is, therefore, uncontrolled and limited only by 
the capacity of the polyvalent segment of the national fleet. There are no output or landing controls 
in place. Nevertheless there are a number of economic and other constraints and drivers which 
influence entry and exit of vessels to and from the fishery. 

On balance, in an open access fishery, the entry – exit dynamics should theoretically lead to a 
fishery which toggles around the economic breakeven point with new entrants emerging when the 
fishery is profitable, this increased effort drives down catch rate and possibly market price, effort 
leaves the fishery and over time the fishery becomes profitable again. These conditions are not 
conducive to the development of fishery management plans as new fishing effort would negate any 
economic gains brought about by such plans. The influx of new effort to the fishery depends on the 
latent effort or capacity inherent in the general fishing licences in the fleet and the probability that 
this latent capacity would be activated. 

This report is an evaluation of latent fishing effort relevant to brown crab in the Irish fishing fleet 
for Activity 3 of ACRUNET and specifically in relation to the terms of reference of the Latent Effort 
Working Group within Activity 3. 
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Terms of reference of the latent effort working group 

A working group on latent effort in the brown crab fishery was established in March 2014 by 
ACRUNET partners and is working to the following Terms of Reference (ToRs). 

1. Characterise licensing arrangements in each jurisdiction 
2. Quantify the active and latent capacity in each jurisdiction 
3. Identify the drivers determining entry and exit to the fishery 
4. Summarise stock status in each jurisdiction 
5.  Summarise economic viability of fisheries in each jurisdiction and in relation to vessel size / 

sector 
6. Provide an explanation of why open access systems cannot yield profitable fisheries 
  a. Does existing or historic evolution of the fleet demonstrate this 
7.  Identify rules for establishing the initial conditions for inclusion of capacity/vessels in the fishery 
8.  Develop entry and exit rules that would provide visibility on how new operators would be 

enabled to enter the fishery and would leave the fishery 
9. Implications for capacity excluded 

This report and parallel reports from Scotland, England-Wales and France, deal specifically with ToRs 
1 and 2. 

Distribution of fishing effort 
The Irish fleet targets brown crab mainly off the northwest coast and to a lesser extent on the 
south west, south and mid west coasts. These fisheries occur in ICES crab assessment units Malin, 
southwest Ireland, southeast Ireland/Celtic Sea and north Irish Sea (Figure 1). This pattern reflects 
the distribution of commercial quantities of crab. The northwest stock extends from the Irish coast 
to the edge of the continental shelf and is contiguous with crab fishery in Northern Ireland and west 
of Scotland (Figure 2). On the mid west coast crab are targeted but stocks in this area are small and 
limited to inshore waters in a mixed lobster-crab fishery. On the southwest coast crab occur almost 
entirely within 12nm of the coast while in the north east Celtic Sea (off southeast coast of Ireland) 
the stock occurs in both inshore and offshore waters. There is very little Irish effort directed at crab 
in offshore waters in this area. French effort in the Celtic Sea has also declined in recent years. A 
small (relative to west coast) fishery occurs in the north Irish Sea. 
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Figure 1. Distribution of ICES brown crab assessment units (source: ICES WG Crab 2012)

Figure 2. Distribution of pot fishing by the Irish fleet. Much of the activity close to shore is mixed lobster-crab 
fishing while offshore effort is directed at brown crab. Polygons show the probable distribution of activity by 
vessels <15m in length based on expert data and questionnaire data collated in 2013. VMS activity, 2006-2012, 
by vivier crab vessels >18m in length off the northwest coast, is also shown. 
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Data sources 
The registered capacity of the Irish fleet was downloaded from the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine (DAFM) website in November 2014. Sales note data were sourced from the 
Sea-fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) in June 2014. Landings by vessels over 10m in length were 
obtained from official EU logbook data managed by SFPA and Marine Institute. The logbook data 
from SFPA includes estimates of landings by vessels under 10m in length or so called port reports 
for under 10s. Vessel ID and fishing gear is not indicated in these data. Some vessels under 10m 
report their activity in EU logbooks. Where this is available it has been used. 

Segmentation of the Irish fishing fleet 
Irish legislation governing sea-fishing boat licensing is set out in section four of the 
Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 (the “2003 Act”), (as inserted by section 97 of the Sea 
Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006). 

The legislation governing sea-fishing boat registration is set out in sections 74 to 80 and section 
100 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, and the Merchant Shipping (Registry, 
Lettering and Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 261 of 2005). 
The segmentation and sub-segmentation of the Irish fishing fleet is currently governed by Ministerial 
Policy Directive 1/2006, as amended by Ministerial Policy Directive 1/2011 (Annex I). 

The Irish fleet is currently divided into five segments. Of these five segments (Aquaculture, 
Specific, Polyvalent, Beam Trawl and RSW Pelagic) two are broken into sub-segments, namely the 
Polyvalent and Specific Segments. Aquaculture vessels do not have fishing entitlements. Beam trawl 
vessels fish mixed demersal fish using beam trawls and RSW Pelagic are large pelagic vessels with 
refrigerated seawater tanks and target pelagic species. Only vessels in the Polyvalent segment are 
entitled to target brown crab although crab caught in Beam Trawl vessels can be landed. 

The Polyvalent Segment is divided into the following four Sub-segments; 

(1)  Polyvalent [Potting] Sub-segment for vessels of <12m length overall (LOA) fishing exclusively 
 by means of pots; 
 − Such vessels are also <20GT 
 − Target species are crustaceans and whelk 

(2)  Polyvalent [Scallop] Sub-segment for vessels ≥10m LOA with the required scallop (Pecten 
maximus) fishing history; 
− Vessels targeting scallop 
−  These vessels also retain fishing entitlements for other species (excluding those  

listed in Determination21/2013 (see Annex II) including crab 

(3) Polyvalent [<18m LOA] Sub-segment; 
 −  Vessels with fishing entitlements for a broad range of species but other than those fisheries 

which are authorised or subject to secondary licensing as listed in Determination No. 
21/2013 (see Annex II). 

(4) Polyvalent [≥18m LOA] Sub-segment; 
 −  Vessels with fishing entitlements for a broad range of species but other than those fisheries 

which are authorised or subject to secondary licensing as listed in Determination No. 
21/2013 (see Annex II). 

 The Specific Segment, which entitles vessels to fish for bivalves only, is divided into the 
following two Sub-segments; 



9

(1)  Specific [Scallop] Sub-segment for vessels ≥10m LOA with the required scallop (Pecten 
 maximus) fishing history; 
 − Vessels targeting scallop

(2) Specific [General] Sub-segment for all other specific vessels irrespective of LOA. 

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus) is, therefore, fished or can be fished by vessels in Polyvalent sub-
segments 1 (polyvalent potting sub-segment), 2 (polyvalent >10m scallop), 3 (polyvalent <18m sub-
segment) and 4 (polyvalent ≥18m sub-segment) 

Capacity transfer rules 
The transfer of capacity between fleet segments (or sub-segments) is not permitted, and equivalent 
“replacement” capacity must be taken out of the segment (or sub-segment) into which a vessel 
is being introduced. This “entry/exit regime” was established in 1 January 2003 by EU Council 
Regulation 2371/2002. With effect from 1 January 2014, the “entry/exit regime” is governed by 
Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 
on the Common Fisheries Policy (DAFM 2013). 

The following rules apply to the transfer of capacity within segments; 

(1)  Polyvalent capacity is privately transferable within its segment. Where an applicant for a 
polyvalent fishing licence has evidence of holding such capacity (a capacity assignment note, 
Annex III) and has an approved fishing vessel then a fishing licence will be issued to such an 
applicant. This applies to over 18m and under 18m sub-segments. 

(2)  Excluding the fisheries listed in Determination 21 (Annex II) the polyvalent capacity is not coupled 
to any given quota or entitlement. The capacity assignment note simply enables the vessel owner 
to complete the registration of a vessel and to fish for species other than those in Determination 
21 but are governed by TAC & Quota and any other harvest control rules that might generally 
apply. 

(3)  In the case of fisheries listed in Determination 21 the authorisation to fish such stock is coupled 
with the capacity if the capacity is transferred i.e. this transfer is essentially a transfer of track 
record in the particular fishery. Such entitlement is, however, also governed by TAC & Quota and 
any other policies or harvest control rules that might apply to those stocks. 

(4)  Polyvalent potting capacity is not transferable within its segment other than to first degree 
relatives of the person to which the capacity is assigned. 

(5)  Polyvalent general capacity that is not attached to a registered vessel for a period of more than 
two years expires. 

(6)  When polyvalent potting capacity is no longer attached to a registered vessel then the capacity 
reverts to the licensing authority. This capacity is not re-issued. In 2013 6% of this capacity was 
transferred to first degree relatives 

Entitlement to fish for brown crab, and the quality of the property right associated with the 
entitlement, is enabled, therefore, under 1 (polyvalent transferable capacity) and 4 (non 
transferable polyvalent potting capacity) above but with the conditions of no transfer of capacity 



10

across sub-segments (eg non transfer from over 18m to under 18m) and conditions 5 and 6 in 
relation to expiry of capacity. 

Fleet segment capacity 
The total registered capacity of the Irish fishing fleet, as of November 2014, is 63112 gross tonnes 
(GTs) and 2124 vessels (Table 1). The largest segment is the polyvalent general segment involving 
31771 GTs and 1407 vessels. The polyvalent potting segment has 448 registered vessels and 946 
GTs. Fishing for brown crab is enabled through these segments. 

The size distribution of vessels in the polyvalent segment of the fleet is approximately tri-modal 
(Figure 3); the bulk of vessels are between 3m and 10m in length. These are typical open or half-
decked traditional fishing vessels fishing seasonally in shallow waters. There is a smaller peak of 
vessels between 8-10m and to a lesser extent between 10-12m; some of the vessels under 10m 
are probably under 10m ‘rule beaters’ i.e. the owners have made the decision to stay under 10m 
because of the western waters kwday restriction on crab in the biologically sensitive areas (BSA) 
of ICES Areas VI and VII. These vessels also do not have to complete EU log books. The apparent 
glass ceiling at 12m may also be due to historic reporting requirements. There is a break in the 
size distribution at 14-16m with only eight vessels in this category. This vessel size is not preferred 
possibly because it is unnecessarily large for a potting vessel and too small for prawn and demersal 
fishing which are the main target fisheries for vessels larger than this in the polyvalent segment. 

Figure 3. Length distribution of vessels in the polyvalent segment of the Irish fishing fleet in 2014. 

Table 1. Capacity (GTs) of Irish fishing fleet segments and sub-segments 

Gross tonnage 

Segment Vessels Total Mean S.d. Min Max 

Aquaculture 107 4576 42.8 110.5 0.15 561 

Beamer 11 1023 93.0 43.7 1.1 161 

Pelagic 23 22624 983.7 473.2 256 1988 

Polyvalent General 1407 31771 22.6 58.7 0.19 518 

Polyvalent Potting 448 946 2.1 2.3 0.31 18.28 

Specific 128 2172 17.0 32.2 1.39 187 

Total capacity 2124 63112 



11

All capacity in the polyvalent potting segment is attached to vessels <12m (and <20GT); this was a 
condition of the establishment of this sub-segment in 2006. There are 1271 vessels and 7183 GTs in 
the polyvalent general <18m sub-segment and 136 vessels and 24588 GTs in the polyvalent general 
>18m sub-segment. All of these vessels (1855) and capacity (32717) has entitlement to fish for brown 
crab (Table 2). 

Table 2. Capacity of the polyvalent and polyvalent potting sub-segments, which enable fishing for brown crab, 
disaggregated to vessels <18m and >18m in length. Capacity cannot be transferred between <18m and >18m sub-
segments 

Gross tonnage 

Segment Vessels Total Mean S.d. Min Max 

Polyvalent General <18m 1271 7183 5.7 10.8 0.19 138 

Polyvalent Potting <18m 448 946 2.1 2.3 0.31 18.28 

Total capacity <18m 1719 8130 

Polyvalent General >18m 136 24588 180.8 82.7 66 518 

Polyvalent Potting >18m 0 

Total capacity >18m 136 24588 

Total polyvalent/potting capacity 1855 32717 

It is useful, in order to estimate active crab capacity, to further disaggregated the Polyvalent general 
<18m sub-segment into vessels and associated capacity that are <10m in length and vessels that are 
10-18m in length; vessels <10m in length do not report landings where as vessels 10-18m in length 
report landings in the EU logbook. In Ireland there is no vessel based reporting system for vessels 
<10m in length. There are 271 vessels and 4892 GTs in the 10-18m category and 1448 vessels and 
3238 GTs in the <10m category (Table 3). 

The number of vessels in the polyvalent potting sub-segment and number of vessels <13m in length 
in the polyvalent general sub-segment have both declined recently (Figure 4). This is probably due 
to de-registration of inactive vessels. 

Table 3 Capacity of the <18m polyvalent general and polyvalent potting sub-segments, which enable  
fishing for brown crab, disaggregated to vessels <10m and 10-18m in length. 

Gross tonnage 

Segment Vessels Total Mean S.d. Min Max 

Polyvalent General 10-18m 246 4674 19.0 19.2 2.9 138.0 

Polyvalent Potting 10-18m 25 217 8.7 3.3 4.3 18.3 

Total polyvalent capacity 10-18m 271 4892 

Polyvalent General <10m 1025 2509 2.4 2.2 0.2 15.2 

Polyvalent Potting <10m 423 729 1.7 1.5 0.3 13.7 

Total polyvalent capacity <10m 1448 3238 

Total polyvalent capacity <18m 1719 8130 
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Figure 4. Trends in the number of vessels under 13m in length in the polyvalent segment between 2006 and 2014. 

Entitlements of vessels from other jurisdictions 
In Irish coastal waters and more generally in the assessment units Malin, southwest Ireland, 
southeast Ireland/Celtic Sea and north Irish Sea (Figure 1) vessels from other jurisdictions also have 
fishing entitlements for brown crab. Vessels registered in Northern Ireland are entitled to fish inside 
Irish territorial waters under the voisinage agreement between Ireland and UK. UK registered vessels 
can fish up to the 6nm limit. French vessels can fish to the 6nm limit in the Celtic Sea. Latent and 
active capacity in these fleets are also relevant to the assessment units fished by the Irish fleet. The 
Irish authorities, however, have authority to introduce management measures inside 12nm provided 
such measures are equitable across fleets from each jurisdiction which has access to this zone and 
provided the arrangements are communicated and agreed with the EU Commission. 

Active Irish vessels and capacity in the brown crab fishery 

Crab landings by vessel category 
Crab landings into Ireland varied from 6095-8221 tonnes per annum between 2009-2013 (Table 4). 
Vessels >18m, using pots, accounted for on average 1643 tonnes per annum (24.3% of total), potting 
vessels 10-18m accounted for on average 3483 tonnes (51.4%) and vessels <10m, presumably using 
pots, accounted for on average 1609 tonnes (23.6%) (Table 5). Other gears (all vessels) accounted 
for on average 42 tonnes per annum (0.6%). 

Within the 10-12m vessel length category polyvalent potting vessels landed on average 411 tonnes 
while polyvalent general vessels landed on average 1748 tonnes per annum (1:4.25 ratio). 

Vessels under 10m in length landed on average 1609 tonnes annually between 2009-2014 according 
to port reports. Landings recorded in sales notes were lower and averaged 1122 tonnes (Table 4). 
In sales note data the <10m polyvalent general vessels landed on average 911 tonnes per annum 
compared to 210 per annum by <10m polyvalent potting vessels (Table 6). 
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Table 4. Landings (tonnes) by vessels using pots and other gears in the polyvalent general and potting segment. 
Source: Logbook data and SFPA port reports 

Tonnes landed Pots 

<10m; 
Port <10m; Other 

Year >18m 10-18m reports Sales note gears Total 
2009 1581 3212 1227 585 74.8 6021 

2010 2082 4053 2032 1320 53.7 8167 

2011 1305 3442 2203 1758 34.5 6950 

2012 1481 3293 1570 831 22.4 6344 

2013 1765 3030 1397 1117 23.6 6192 

Average 1643 3483 1609 1122 42 6735 

Table 5. Landings (% of total brown crab) by vessels using pots and other gears in the polyvalent general and potting 
segment 

% Landings by vessels using pots 

Year >18m 10-18m <10m Other gears 

2009 25.95 52.69 20.13 1.23 

2010 25.32 49.30 24.72 0.65 

2011 18.68 49.29 31.54 0.49 

2012 23.26 51.72 24.66 0.35 

2013 28.40 48.75 22.47 0.38 

Average 24.32 51.45 23.60 0.62 

Table 6. Landings (tonnes) of crab, by vessels under 10m in length in polyvalent general and polyvalent potting sub-
segments 2009-2013. Source: Sales note data. 

Sub-segment Year Crab landed 
Polyvalent general <10m 2009 461 

2010 975 
2011 1483 
2012 673 
2013 965 

Polyvalent potting <10m 2009 124 
2010 345 
2011 275 
2012 158 
2013 152 
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Number of vessels and capacity of vessels landing crab 
The number and capacity (GTs) of vessels landing crab (active capacity), based on the licensing 
entitlements and capacity transfer rules described above, can be divided into the following 
categories: 

-  Polyvalent general and polyvalent potting vessels <10m in length; the proportion of such 
vessels that are in each polyvalent sub-segment is unknown as vessels <10m are not identified 
in the landings data 

   •  Exception; a number of vessels <10m voluntarily complete the EU logbook 
-  Polyvalent general and polyvalent potting vessels 10-18m in length. In reality the Polyvalent 

Potting vessels >10m in length range between 10-12m in length only. 
- Polyvalent general vessels >18m in length 

The number of Irish vessels >18m fishing for crab declined from five vessels prior to 2009 to 
three in 2009 and two in 2011 (Table 7). In 2013 the capacity of active crab vessels over 18m was 
560 gross tonnes with an average capacity per vessel of 280 GTs. 

The number of polyvalent general vessels 10-18m reporting the landing of crab declined from 
between 78-87 vessels in 2009-2011 to 65-66 vessels in 2012-2013. In 2013 the capacity of active 
polyvalent general crab vessels, 10-18m in length, was 988 GTs, with an average capacity of 11.8 GTs 
(Table 8). 

The number of polyvalent potting vessels 10-18m reporting the landing of crab declined from nine 
vessels in 2009-2010 to between six and seven vessels in 2011-2013. In 2013 the capacity of active 
polyvalent potting crab vessels, 10-18m in length, was 74 GTs, with an average vessel capacity of 9.9 
GTs (Table 9). 

The number of polyvalent general vessels <10m in length voluntarily reporting crab landings varied 
from 8-11 in 2009-2013. In 2013 the capacity of these vessels was 54 GTs with an average vessel 
capacity of 7.3 tonnes (Table 10). 

The average number of vessels in the <10m polyvalent general sub-segment active in the fishery 
(according to sales notes) was 119 compared to 47 vessels in the <10m polyvalent potting sub-
segment. This represented 482 and 106 GTs respectively. Average GTs per vessel was 5.02 and 2.56 
respectively. Landing per GT was similar at 1.86 tonnes in the case of polyvalent general vessels and 
1.93 for polyvalent potting vessels. Raising the number of vessels in sales note data by the ratio 
of landings in sales notes:landings in port reports suggests that the number of vessels involved 
averaged 188 vessels in the polyvalent general <10m sub-segment and 74 vessels in the polyvalent 
potting <10m sub-segment. This represents 945 GTs and 191 GTs respectively given the average GTs 
of vessels involved (Table 11). 

In summary the total number of vessels and GTs active in the crab fishery is estimated to be 327 and 
2489 respectively (Table 12). 
Table 7. Number and capacity of polyvalent general vessels >18m in length landing crab 

GTs (Polyvalent general vessels >18m LOA) 

Year Vessels Sum Mean S.d. Min Max 

2009 3 764 256.00 35.00 204 280 

2010 3 764 264.00 30.00 204 280 

2011 2 560 280.00 0.00 280 280 

2012 2 560 280.00 0.00 280 280 

2013 2 560 280.00 0.00 280 280 
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Table 8. Number and capacity of polyvalent general vessels 10-18m in length landing crab 

GTs (Polyvalent general vessels 10-18m LOA) 

Year Vessels Sum Mean S.d. Min Max 

2009 78 1458 11.75 4.21 5.47 26.32 

2010 87 1537 11.25 4.29 2.91 26.32 

2011 81 1273 11.31 4.41 2.91 26.32 

2012 66 963 11.55 4.58 2.91 26.32 

2013 65 988 11.87 4.44 2.91 26.32 

Table 9. Number and capacity of polyvalent potting vessels 10-18m in length landing crab 

GTs (Polyvalent potting vessels 10-18m LOA) 

Year Vessels Sum Mean S.d. Min Max 

2009 9 89 10.21 4.46 5.07 18.28 

2010 9 91 10.55 4.25 5.07 18.28 

2011 7 75 9.60 3.62 7.29 18.28 

2012 6 66 10.26 4.30 7.29 18.28 

2013 7 74 9.88 3.82 7.29 18.28 

.Table 10. Number and capacity of polyvalent vessels <10m in length who report landings of crab 
GTs (Polyvalent general vessels <10m LOA reporting landings) 

Year Vessels Sum Mean S.d. Min Max 

2009 9 60 7.23 2.41 1.51 9.57 

2010 11 72 6.79 3.24 0.66 13.94 

2011 9 62 6.39 3.28 0.66 13.94 

2012 8 53 7.10 3.04 0.66 13.94 

2013 8 54 7.32 1.54 1.1 9.57 

Table 11. Number and capacity of vessels in the polyvalent general and polyvalent potting <10m sub-segments 
20092013. Vessels raised in the number of vessels in the sales note data raised to the ratio of landings in the 
sales note to landings in port reports. 

GTs Vessels 
(raised) 

Sub-segment Year Crab 
landed 

Vessels Average Sum Tonnes crab 
per GT 

Polyvalent general 2009 461 99 5.54 426 1.08 208 

<10m 2010 975 157 4.88 598 1.63 242 

2011 1483 122 4.94 504 2.94 153 

2012 673 100 4.48 403 1.67 189 

2013 965 119 5.3 477 2.02 149 

Polyvalent potting 2009 124 42 2.75 98 1.27 88 

<10m 2010 345 59 2.66 135 2.56 91 

2011 275 49 2.67 115 2.39 61 

2012 158 43 2.14 96 1.65 81 

2013 152 42 2.58 84 1.81 53 
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Table 12. Summary of capacity and number of vessels in different length categories active in crab in the period 
20112013. Data on vessels >10m is sourced from logbooks while data for vessels under 10m is from sales notes. 

Active crab 2011-2013 Gross tonnage 

Segment Vessels Total Mean S.d. Min Max Source Gear 

Polyvalent general 10-18 64 988 11.87 4.44 2.91 26.32 Logbook Pots 

Polyvalent potting 10-18 8 74 9.88 3.82 7.29 18.28 Logbook Pots 

Polyvalent General <10m 188 945 5.04 2.7 0.28 14.87 Sales notes Any gear 

Polyvalent Potting <10m 75 191 2.29 1.64 0.62 6.53 Sales notes Any gear 

Polyvalent general >18 2 560 280.00 0.00 280 280 Logbook Pots 

Total active crab capacity 327 2489 

Latent capacity entitled to fish brown crab 

Latent capacity is here defined as the GTs that are currently entitled to fish brown crab but do not 
do so. This is taken to be the total capacity within the polyvalent general and polyvalent potting sub-
segments less the average total capacity fishing for crab during the period 2011-2013. 

The number of active crab vessels during 2011-2013 was 327. These represented a total capacity of 
2489 GTs. Subtracting the active capacity from the registered polyvalent and polyvalent potting 
capacity gives a latent capacity of 1528 vessels and 30228 GTs (Table 13). Therefore 22% of vessels 
and 9% of capacity are active and 78% of vessels and 91% of capacity are, from a licensing policy 
perspective, latent. 

Although a very high proportion of licensed capacity is latent in relation to crab fishing this capacity 
is associated with vessels that are ‘polyvalent’ and which are active in a number of other fisheries. 
As fishing opportunities, other than crab fishing, will continue obviously not all this capacity could 
realistically become active in the brown crab fishery. In addition there are a number of other 
constraints and drivers that determine the probability that latent capacity would be activated. 
This probability could be said to vary from close to zero in some sub-segments to higher levels of 
probability in others. It is not possible to be absolute or quantitative about this as the entry exit 
drivers are not well understood. In addition there is some uncertainty in the existing data for active 
capacity especially in vessels less than 10m in length given that these vessels do not report logbook 
data. 

In the polyvalent general 10-18m length category there are 181 vessels and 3686 GTs with crab 
fishing entitlements that do not fish. The number of vessels fishing crab in this category is declining. 
The majority of vessels in the category are 10-14m and are probably inactive potters or were potters 
whereas vessels 14-18m may be trawling or set up for trawling. The former group are more likely 
to activate crab entitlement that the latter. However, the set up costs and profitability and KwDay 
restrictions in ICES Area VII may be acting as constraints. However, fishing opportunities for vessels 
14-18m in length may be few and there is potential for this capacity to be disaggregated to smaller 
vessels and to be rigged for potting or other inshore fisheries. The probability of activation of this 
capacity into a targeted crab fishery is moderate. 

In the polyvalent potting segment there are 18 vessels 10-12m in length which are not reporting any 
catch of crab. The capacity of these vessels is non-transferable other than to first degree relatives. 
The same constraints that apply to polyvalent general vessels, listed above, also apply to these 18 
vessels. Nevertheless these vessels are ring fenced in pot fisheries and if they are to fish they can 
only target crab, lobster, shrimp and whelk. The probability of activation of this capacity into a 
targeted crab fishery is low. 
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There are 837 vessels and 1564 GTs in the polyvalent general sub-segment under 10m in length 
which do not appear in the sales note data for brown crab and are therefore thought to be inactive 
in the crab fishery. This inactivity may be an overestimate as there is some uncertainty regarding 
landings by vessels under 10m in length. These vessels have a modal length of 5-6m and are 
predominantly targeting lobster (with a small by-catch of brown crab). Aggregation of the capacity 
on these vessels into vessels between 8-12m in length would need to occur in order for it to target 
the main crab stocks. There are both constraints and drivers in this respect; the age profile of vessel 
owners is increasing which might lead to higher transfers or sales of GTs but there are significant 
costs in setting up vessels 8-12m to fish for crab and lobster remains an important fishery for these 
smaller vessels. The evidence between 2006-2012 shows stable or declining average GT per vessel 
for vessels under 12m in length indicating that aggregation of capacity is not happening. The 
probability of activation of this capacity into a targeted crab fishery is low. 

There are 357 vessels and 578 GTs latent in the polyvalent potting under 10m sub-segment. Both the 
number of active crab vessels and the capacity of this segment are declining. The capacity of these 
vessels is non-transferable and cannot easily be aggregated to larger vessels that would target crab. 
The probability of activation of this capacity into a targeted crab fishery is low. 

In the >18m polyvalent general segment there are 134 vessels and 24028 GTs entitled to fish crab 
but which are latent. The number of active crabbers in this segment has declined to 2 and no new 
crab vessel >18m has been registered since 2000. KwDay restriction in ICES Area VI and VII has 
been a constraint on the Irish >18m crab fleet for over 10 years. The costs and resulting profitability 
involved in setting up a new vessel >18m in length to fish for crab may also be prohibitive relative to 
rigging a vessel of 12m to fish for crab; the optimal business model for fishing crab may now be in 
smaller vessels. The likelihood of activation of latent effort into crab in this segment is low. 

Table 13. Latent crab capacity in the polyvalent general, polyvalent potting <10m, 10-18m and >18m vessel length 
categories. 

Segment Vessels Gross tonnage 

Polyvalent general 10-18 182 3686 

Polyvalent potting 10-18 17 143 

Polyvalent General <10m 837 1564 

Polyvalent Potting <10m 348 538 

Polyvalent general >18 134 24028 

Total latent crab capacity 1518 29959 

Table 14. Existing latent capacity, patterns of activity, constraints and drivers that may affect future activity and 
resulting potential for activation of latent capacity in the Irish crab catching sector 
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Latent capacity Latent potential 

Segment Vessels GTs Pattern in 
the segment 

Constraints to 
activation 

Driver for 
activation 

Probability of 
activation 

Vessels GTs 

Polyvalent 
general 
10-18 

181 3686 Number of 
active 
crab vessels 
declining; 

Profitability; quota 
availability in 
other fisheries 

Economic crab 
units; Significant 
improvement in 
profitability of 
crab fishing 

0.3 55 1106 

Polyvalent 
potting 
10-12 

18 143 Number of 
active 
crab vessels 
declining; 
segment 
capacity 
reducing; 

Capacity is non-
transferable; 
Kwdays in BSA; 
entry costs and 
profitability 

Significant 
improvement in 
profitability of 
crab fishing 

0.1 2 14 

Polyvalent 
General 
<10m 

837 1564 Unknown Aggregation of 
capacity needed 
to make economic 
crab fishing 
units; these are 
primarily lobster 
vessels 5-7m in 
length 

Aging owners, 
sale of and 
possible 
aggregation of 
capacity; little 
evidence 
however, fleet 
average GT is 
stable or 
declining; 
Significant 
improvement in 
profitability of 
crab fishing 

0.2 168 359 

Polyvalent 
Potting 
<10m 

348 538 Number of 
active 
crab vessels 
declining; 
segment 
capacity 
reducing 

Capacity is non-
transferable; 
aggregation of 
capacity to make 
economic crab 
units is not 
possible; these are 
primarily lobster 
vessels 

Significant 
improvement in 
profitability of 
crab fishing 

0.1 36 58 

Polyvalent 
general 
>18 

134 24028 Number of 
active 
crab vessels 
declining; 
no new 
vessels since 
2004 

Kwdays Area VI 
and VII; entry 
costs and 
profitability; quota 
availability in other 
fisheries; 
these are primarily 
demersal mixed 
fishery vessels 

Declining 
opportunities in 
other fisheries; 
Significant 
improvement in 
profitability of 
crab fishing 

0.1 13 2403 

Total 
latent crab 
capacity 

1528 30228 273 3939 

The main driver for activation of crab effort, in the absence of any regulatory barrier (the main one 
currently is kwDay limits in ICES Area VI and VII), would presumably be any increase in profitability 
in the crab fishery. The net profit equation has three components:

Net profit = (LPUE * Price.kg) – Costs per unit of effort

Where LPUE is landing per unit of effort. The objective of a management plan for crab would be 
to bring about an increase in LPUE or, in a high grading fishery that landed high quality crab only, 
to accept a lower LPUE and higher price. This might be possible with lower fishing effort, thereby 
also lowering costs, and stronger price incentives for quality. The same quantity of crab or smaller 
quantities of higher quality crab could probably be landed with less fishing effort if this effort was 
targeted at particular times of year only and closer to the coast thereby reducing costs. 
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Successful management plans, therefore, would seek to lower costs and increase LPUE or price 
and result in a more profitable fishery. The question is whether such improvements would result in 
increased activation of some latent effort. 

Although the number of vessels and total capacity targeting crab is declining the drivers for this 
decline are not clear. Obviously crab fishing has not been an attractive option over the past five 
years as active capacity seems to have declined. If the drivers are not related to profitability then 
the risk to any new management plans that might be developed is low. However, it is difficult to 
envisage that this is the case; other fisheries in Ireland recently such as razor clams and whelk have 
responded quickly and efficiently to increases in market price by significantly increasing fishing 
effort and landings. It would, however, be useful to get a clearer understanding of what drives 
participation in targeted crab fishing and the profitability of crab fishing, as envisaged in ToR 3 and 
5 of the Latent Effort WG, so that the risk of capacity activation in response to crab management 
plans might be better assessed. If the risk of influx of effort resulting from increased profitability in a 
managed fishery is significant then it will be necessary to know how capacity in the fishery could be 
limited before such management plans are developed. In Ireland, as shown in this report, there is a 
significant latent crab effort in the fleet. Even conservative estimates of the likelihood that this effort 
would be activated in the future suggest that very significant increases in the number of vessels and 
capacity in the crab fishery could occur were conditions in the fishery to improve. 

References 
DAFM (2013). Licensing Authority for Sea Fishing Boats. Annual Report 2013. National Seafood 
Centre, Clonakilty, Co. Cork, Ireland. 14pp. 
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ANNEX I: Overview of Sea Fishing Boat Licensing 
and Registration (Ministerial Policy Directive 1/2011) 
Sea-Fishing Boat Licensing and Registration 

The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 transferred the function of sea-fishing boat licensing from the 
Minister to the Licensing Authority for Sea-Fishing Boats which operates on an independent basis 
subject to criteria set out in section 3 of the Act and Ministerial Policy Directives. The Licensing 
Authority is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats, an official of the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine or, under the superintendence of the Registrar General, the Deputy Registrar General 
of Fishing Boats. 

Functions of the Licensing Authority for Sea Fishing Boats 

The licensing and registration of Irish sea-fishing boats is in accordance with national and EU 
legislation and Policy Directives issued by the Minister. All applications for sea-fishing boat licences 
are considered by the Licensing Authority for Sea-Fishing Boats, Clogheen, Clonakilty, Co Cork. 
EU rules require that there be a stable and enduring balance between fishing capacity and fishing 
opportunities and in this regard lay down maximum capacity (i.e. gross tonnage and kilowatts) limits 
for member States’ fishing fleets. Entries and exits from the fleet must be managed in such a way 
that the entry of new capacity into the fleet must be compensated by the previous withdrawal of 
at least the same amount of capacity (i.e. gross tonnage and kilowatts) in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. Detailed reporting on the fishing fleet to the EU is also required. 

Licensing & Registration Primary Legislation 

The primary legislation governing sea-fishing boat licensing is set out in Section 4 of the 2003 Act 
(as inserted by Section 97 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006). The legislation 
governing sea-fishing boat registration is set out in sections 74-80 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act 2006 and in the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing 
Boats) Regulations 2005 (S. I. No. 261 of 2005). Section 75(3) of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act 2006 states that a sea-fishing boat shall not be entered in the Fishing Boat Register 
unless at the time of entry the vessel holds a valid sea-fishing boat licence or will hold a valid sea-
fishing boat licence on entry. 

Definition of a Sea-Fishing Boat 

EU Regulations (e.g. Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 and Council Regulation (EC) No 
2371/2002) define a fishing vessel as “…any vessel equipped for the commercial exploitation of living 
aquatic resources”. 

National legislation under Section 97 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 defines 
“sea-fishing boat” and “Irish sea-fishing boat” as follows:

“sea-fishing boat” means any ship, boat or other vessel of whatsoever kind used for sea-fishing and 
includes any vessel or boat used for the treatment of fish or partly or wholly for the transport of fish; 

“Irish sea-fishing boat” means a sea-fishing boat which is: 

 (a) entered in the Register of Fishing Boats  
 (b) required by regulations under section 76 to be so entered  
 (c) exempt from such registration by regulations under that section 
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National legislation under the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing 
Boats) Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 261 of 2005) defines a fishing boat as:“a boat employed or 
intended to be employed in sea fishing, and intended for the catching or taking for sale of sea fish 
…” 

Based on the aforementioned definitions, the Licensing Authority requires any vessel with fishing 
gear on board, including dredges, and which is fishing commercially, to be entered on the Fishing 
Boat Register and licensed to fish. This requirement also applies to vessels exclusively engaged 
in aquaculture activities which have fishing gear on board, including dredges, and are fishing 
commercially. 

Fleet Segments (Sub-Segments) 

Ministerial Policy Directive 1/2006, as amended by Ministerial Policy Directive 1/2011, provides that the 
Irish fishing fleet comprises five ring-fenced Segments (i.e. Aquaculture, Specific, Polyvalent, Beam 
Trawl and Refrigerated Sea Water (RSW) Pelagic). The Polyvalent Segment and Specific Segment are 
broken into four and two sub-segments respectively. The transfer of capacity between Segments and 
Sub-segments is prohibited. A fishing vessel may only be registered and licensed in only one Segment 
or Sub-segment of the fleet at any given time. 

Who May Apply for a Sea-Fishing Boat Licence 

Section 4 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 (as inserted by Section 97 of the sea Fisheries and 
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006) states that a sea-fishing boat licence shall not be granted unless the 
boat in question is wholly owned by a National of a Member State or a State belonging to the European 
Economic Area or a body corporate established under and subject to the law of a Member State 
and having its principal place of business in a Member State or a State belonging to the European 
Economic Area. 

Where a sea-fishing boat is owned by a body corporate, the name, address and nationality of the 
beneficial owner or owners of the shares in, or of the person or persons who otherwise controls or 
control, the body corporate shall be given to the Licensing Authority on application for a sea-fishing 
boat licence in respect of the boat, or where a sea-fishing boat licence is in force in respect of the 
boat, if there is any change in such ownership or control. 

A body corporate applying for a sea-fishing boat licence must have an agent in the State and give the 
name and address and contact details of the agent to the Licensing Authority for the purpose of being 
contacted at any time by, or on behalf of, the Licensing Authority. The Licensing Authority may refuse 
to grant or may suspend a sea-fishing boat licence where the body corporate is not complying with 
the requirement of having an agent in the State who is contactable at any time. 

Economic and Social Benefits 

In deciding on whether to grant or renew a sea-fishing boat licence or the attachment of terms and 
conditions to licences, the Licensing authority may take account of economic and social benefits 
which the operation of a boat would be likely to contribute to the coastal communities and regions 
which the quotas within the meaning of Council regulation No. 2371/2002 of 20 December 2002 are 
designed to benefit, including:

(i) The projected annual number of landings at ports in the State 
(ii) The projected annual tonnage and value of fish landed in the State 
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(iii) The projected annual level of expenditure in the State on wages, fuel, supplies, equipment and 
service

(iv) The projected annual level of social security and tax payments in the State in respect of 
employees and the operation of the boat

(v) The protection, conservation and sustainable exploitation, of living marine aquatic species and 
requirements of the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Communities

Shipping Register 

The Shipping Register is maintained under the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 2005 by the 
Department of Transport. However the maintenance of the Shipping Register is administered by the 
13 Local Registrars of Shipping who are attached to the Office of the Revenue Commissioners. A sea-
fishing boat of less than 15 metres length overall is exempt from the obligation to be registered under 
the Mercantile Marine Act of 1955 (i.e. Part 1 Registration). 
Fishing Boat Register 

Steps were taken in 1989 to introduce a new Fishing Boat Register to replace the then existing 
Register. In order for a boat registered on the old Register to be entered in the new Register, it was 
necessary for the owner to apply for registration before 31 January 1990. This requirement was set out 
in the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations 1989 (SI 
No. 344 of 1989) under which the new Register was established. These regulations also allowed for 
applications to be accepted up to six months after the making of the Regulations, i.e. up to 15 June 
1990, if the Registrar General of Fishing Boats was satisfied that there was a valid reason for the failure 
to apply for registration by 31 January 1990. 

Licensing & Registration Procedures 

Before a sea fishing boat may engage in commercial sea fishing activities the vessel must be 
entered on the Fishing Boat Register and hold a current sea fishing boat licence. The following 
steps must be complied with in order to regularise the registration and licensing position: 

• The vessel owner(s) must complete a sea fishing boat licence application form and, 

•  The Licensing Authority must issue a licence offer on foot of receiving the completed application 
form, and 

•  The vessel owner(s) must comply with all the conditions of the offer, including (a) having the 
characteristics of the vessel determined by a surveyor of ships (Marine Survey Office of the 
Department of Transport) for vessels required to be registered under Part I of the Mercantile 
Marine Act 1955 (≥ 15 metres length overall) and for vessels not requiring such registration (< 15 
metres length overall not registering a marine mortgage), measured by an authorised person 
and gross tonnage established by formula (Council Regulation 2930/96, as amended by Council 
Regulation 3259/94), (b) the provision of replacement capacity (i.e. gross tonnage and kilowatts) 
and (c) safety requirements, and 

•  The Licensing Authority must issue a non-operative licence to enable the vessel to be entered on 
the Fishing Boat Register, and 

•  The vessel owner(s) must apply for registration to a Local Registrar of Shipping using the “Blue 
Form” 

•  Following endorsement of the particulars on the Blue Form by the Local Registrar, it is delivered by 



23

the Local Registrar to the Registrar General for examination and approval. 

•  The vessel, following approval, must be entered on the Fishing Boat Register and licensed to fish. 

In general, sea-fishing boat licences are for one year and are renewed annually subject to the 
vessel continuing to comply with its licensing conditions, including vessel safety. The Licensing 
Authority is empowered to attach terms and conditions to or attach further terms or conditions to 
a sea-fishing boat licence or to vary any such terms or conditions or to remove any such terms and 
conditions. 

Capacity (i.e. Gross Tonnes and kilowatts) 

Capacity in the form of gross tonnage and engine power is a privately owned tradable asset on the 
tonnage market and must be provided at a ratio of 1:1 as part of the licensing process. 

Fishing Vessel Safety 

The Licensing Authority will issue or renew a Sea Fishing Boat licence only if the vessel has a current 
safety certificate. 

Under 15m vessels must hold a valid Declaration of Compliance of the Vessel with the Code of Practice 
in relation to the Safety of Fishing Vessels of less than 15m in overall length, issued by an authorised 
private surveyor from the panel established by the Marine Survey Office (MSO). 

Vessels that are in the 15-24m category must hold a valid Fishing Vessel Safety Certificate issued 
by the Marine Survey Office. Vessels in the greater than or equal to 24m category must hold a valid 
Certificate of Compliance issued by the Marine Survey Office. 

It is the practice of the Licensing Authority to alert vessel owners well in advance of the expiry of their 
licences if their safety certification will be out of date at the due time. 

Independent Appeals System 

Part 3, Section 6 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 also established an Independent Appeals 
System which authorises an appointed Appeals Officer to act independently in the exercise of his or 
her functions. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Licensing Authority, before the expiration of 
a period of one month beginning on the date of that decision, may appeal in writing to the Appeals 
Officer against that decision. Section 19 of the Act states that “…a person shall not question a decision 
of an Appeals Officer on an appeal otherwise than by way of an application for judicial review under 
Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts”. 

Ministerial Involvement 

Section 3(5) and Section 6(5) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 prohibit the Minister from 
exercising “any power or control in relation to any particular case or group of cases with which the 
Licensing Authority or with which an Appeals Officer respectively is or may be concerned”. 

Removal of a Fishing Vessel from the Fishing Boat Register 

Section 75 of the Sea Fisheries Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 states that “the Registrar General may, 
in the interest of proper management of the capacity of Irish sea-fishing boats, enter a sea-fishing boat 
in the Register or remove it from the Register”. While the majority of fishing vessels removed from the 
Fishing Boat Register are as a result of voluntary applications made by vessel owners, the Registrar 
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General has the power under the Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing 
Boats) regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 261 of 2005) to compulsorily remove a vessel from the Register 
in certain circumstances (e.g. ceases commercial fishing, lost, change of ownership etc.) without 
application by the vessel owner. The Registrar General may, by notice in writing, give an opportunity 
to the vessel owner to make a submission within 30 days of the notice as to the circumstances 
pertaining to the boat and take such submissions into account. 

Off-Register Capacity (i.e. Gross Tonnes and kilowatts) 

In accordance with the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, the Minister issued Policy Directive 2/2003 
to the Licensing Authority for Sea-fishing Boats in November 2003. This Policy Directive specified, 
inter alia, that “… in future capacity taken off the Fishing Boat Register must be re-introduced onto 
the Sea Fishing Boat Register within two years of its removal from the fleet register otherwise the 
entitlement will be lost to its owner. The two year rule will also apply to all existing “off register” 
capacity from 1/1/04”. 

This document is intended for guidance only. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the 
content, it does not purport to be a legal interpretation of the relevant provisions and has no binding 
in law. Responsibility cannot be accepted for any liability incurred or loss suffered as a consequence 
of relying on any matter published herein. 
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ANNEX II: Determination (No.21) of the Need for an 
Authorisation for Certain Fish Stocks 
I, Simon Coveney, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, in exercise of the powers conferred 
on me by section 13(15) of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 (No. 8 of 2006) (“Act”) 
and the Sea Fisheries, Foreshore and Dumping at Sea (Transfer of Departmental Administration and 
Ministerial Functions) Order 2007 (S.I. No. 707 of 2007) (as adapted by the Agriculture and Food 
(Alteration of Name of Department and Title of Minister) Order 2011 (S.I. No. 455 of 2011)), determine: 

1. This determination may be referred to as Determination (No. 21) of the Need for an Authorisation for 
Certain Fish Stocks. 

2.  An authorisation, granted under section 13(1) of the Act, is required by an Irish sea-fishing boat of 
a type specified in column (3) of the Schedule to fish for, retain on board, trans-ship or land from 
that boat the fish stock, or group of fish stocks, specified in column (2) of the Schedule opposite 
the reference to the type of boat. 

3.  In the Schedule, the ICES sub-areas and divisions mentioned in column (2) refer to the waters falling 
1991. 

4.  This Determination revokes and replaces the Determination (No.20) of the Need for an Authorisation 
for Certain Fish Stocks, which came into effect on 26 July 2012. 

O.J. L 365, 31/12/1991, p. 1-18 
SCHEDULE

Reference 
Number (1)

Fish Stock or Group of Fish Stocks (2) Type of Boat (3)

1 Herring (Clupea harengus) in ICES areas I 
and II

All types

2 Herring (Clupea harengus) in ICES areas Vb, 
VIaN (EC waters) and VIb

All types

3 Herring (Clupea harengus) in ICES areas 
VIaS and VIIbc

All types 
However, by way of derogation: A boat of less than 20m in 
length overall,  may, without a herring authorisation, retain 
on board or land a quantity of herring that does not exceed 
the limits set by the fisheries management notice in force 
issued under section 12(1) of the Sea-fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act, 2006. A boat operating under this derogation 
shall not land herring under an authorisation granted for this 
stock in accordance with section 13(1) of the Act, in the same 
calendar year.

4 Herring (Clupea harengus) in ICES areas 
VIIa 

All types 

5 Herring (Clupea harengus) in ICES area 
VIIghjk 

All types 
However, by way of derogation: A boat of less than 20m in 
length overall, may, without a herring authorisation, retain 
on board or land a quantity of herring that does not exceed 
the limits set by the fisheries management notice in force 
issued under section 12(1) of the Sea-fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act, 2006. A boat operating under this derogation 
shall not land herring under an authorisation granted for this 
stock in accordance with section 13(1) of the Act, in the same 
calendar year. 
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6 Mackerel (Scomber scombrus) in ICES areas 
IIa (non-EC waters), IVa (EC waters), Vb (EC 
waters), VI, VII, VIIIabde, XII and XIV 

All types 
However, by way of derogation: 
a) a boat, or a person on board that boat, may, without a 
mackerel authorisation, retain on board or land on any occasion 
a quantity of mackerel that does not exceed: • 10% by live 
weight of the total quantity of horse mackerel; and • 5% by live 
weight of the total quantity of all other pelagic species retained 
on board or landed on that occasion. 
b) a boat less than 15m in length overall, or a person on board 
that boat, fishing by means of hooks and lines, may, without a 
mackerel authorisation, retain on board or land up to 500kg of 
mackerel on any occasion. Such boats may not carry nets with 
a mesh of less than 80mm when availing of this derogation. 
c) a boat of less than 18m in length overall, which has not been 
issued an authorisation for the period, or a person on board 
that boat, fishing by means other than hook and line, may, 
without a mackerel authorisation, retain on board or land a 
quantity of mackerel that does not exceed the limits set by the 
fisheries management notice for that stock, in force at that time 
issued under section 12(1) of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act, 2006. 

7 Horse Mackerel (Trachurus spp.) in ICES 
areas IIa (EC waters), IV (EC waters), Vb (EC 
waters), VI, VII, VIIIabde, XII and XIV

All types 

8 Cod (Gadus morhua) in waters under the 
jurisdiction of Norway in ICES areas I and II 
and in the waters of the fishing zone around 
Jan Mayen in ICES area I and IIb

All types

9 Northern Albacore (Germo alalunga) in the 
Atlantic Ocean, north of latitude 5 degrees 
North

All boats that have or retain on board or land on any occasion 
a quantity of Northern Albacore that is greater than 10% by live 
weight of the total quantity of all species of fish retained on 
board or landed on that occasion. 

10 Scallop (Pecten maximus) All boats of 10m or more in length overall that have or retain 
on board or land on any occasion a quantity of Scallop that 
is greater than 10% by live weight of the total quantity of all 
species of fish retained on board or landed on that occasion. 
To qualify for an authorisation, a vessel must have carried out 
scallop fishing activity for at least 50 days at sea in the two and 
a half years up to 30 June 20051. 

11 Boarfish (Caproidae) All Types 
However, by way of derogation: 
a) a boat, 18m or greater, or a person on board that boat, may, 
without a boarfish authorisation, land in any calendar year 
from 01 January to 15 March and 1 September to 31 October a 
quantity of Boarfish that does not exceed 450 tonnes. 
b) a boat, or a person on board that boat, may, without a 
Boarfish authorisation, retain on board or land on any occasion 
a quantity of boarfish that does not exceed 5% by live weight 
of the total quantity of all other species retained on board or 
landed on that occasion. 

1  Scallop fishing activity means the use, on any particular occasion, of dredges resulting in the retention on board or landing of a quantity in kilograms live 
weight of scallop (pecten maximus) greater than 80% of the total quantity in kilograms live weight of all other marine organisms retained on board or 
landed on that occasion. 
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12 Deep-sea species as follows: Black 
scabbardfish (Aphanopus carbo), Iceland 
catshark (Apristuris spp), Greater silver 
smelt (Argentina silus), Alfonsinos (Beryx 
spp.), Gulper shark (Centrophorus 
granulosus), Leafscale gulper shark 
(Centrophorus squamosus), Black dogfish 
(Centroscyllium fabricii), Portuguese 
dogfish (Centroscymnus coelolepis), 
Roundnose grenadier (Coryphaenoides 
rupestris), Kitefin shark (Dalatias licha), 
Birdbeak dogfish (Deania calceus), Greater 
lanternshark (Etmopterus princes), Velvet 
belly (Etmopterus spinax), Blackmouth 
dogfish (Galeus melastomus), Mouse 
catshark (Galeus murinus), Orange roughy 
(Hoplostethus atlanticus), Blue ling (Molva 
dypterigia), Forkbeards (Phycis blennoides), 
Longnose velvet dogfish (Centroscymnus 
crepidater), Knifetooth dogfish (Scymnodon 
ringens), Six-gilled shark (Hexanchus 
griseus), Frilled shark (Chlamydoselachus 
anguineus), Sailfin roughshark (Sharpback 
shark) (Oxynotus paradoxus), Greenland 
shark (Somniosus microcephalus) 

All boats that land more than 10 tonnes of deep-sea species 
in any calendar year or that have or retain on board or land on 
any occasion a quantity of deep sea species that is greater than 
100kg by live weight

13 Mussel seed (meaning mussels (Mytilus 
edulis) of any kind, whether alive or dead, 
and including any part of a mussel and the 
shell, or any part of the shell, of a mussel 
seed and which are not intended for direct 
human consumption) 

All types

14 All stocks in ICES areas IIIa, IVa, Vb,V Ia, VIb, 
VIIb,c,j,k, VIII, IX, X, and XII east of 27° W.

All vessels deploying gillnets or entangling nets at any position 
where the charted depth is greater than 200m. 

15 Blue Whiting (Micromesistius poutassou) 
in ICES areas I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIIIa, VIIIb, 
VIIId, VIIIe, XII and XIV

All types

16 All stocks All vessels engaged in trans-shipment of fish. 

17 All stocks in the NEAFC Regulatory area. 
These are the waters of the Convention 
Areas as defined in Article 1(1) of the NEAFC 
Convention, which lie beyond the waters 
under the jurisdiction of NEAFC Contracting 
Parties. 

All types

18 All stocks in ICES areas in ICES areas Vb, VIa 
and VIIa

All vessels of 10m or more in length overall deploying any of 
the following types of fishing gear: • Bottom trawls and seines 
of mesh equal to or larger than 100mm • Bottom trawls and 
seines of mesh equal to or larger than 70mm and less than 
100mm • Bottom trawls and seines of mesh equal to or larger 
than 16mm and less than 32mm • Beam trawls of mesh equal to 
or larger than 120mm • Beam trawls of mesh equal to or larger 
than 80mm and less than 120mm • Gill nets, entangling nets • 
Trammel nets • Longlines

19 All stocks in all ICES areas. All vessels engaged in scientific surveys where quota is granted 
by the Minister in recompense. 
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ANNEX III Capacity Assignment note 
ASSIGNMENT TO A THIRD PARTY 

I, _______________________, of ________________________________________ 

________________, hereafter referred to as the “VENDOR”, agree to sell and assign to 

________________________, of _______________________________________ 

___________________, hereafter referred to as the “PURCHASER”, the 

beneficial ownership of ______ Gross Tonnes and/or ______ Kilowatts from the 

registered sea-fishing vessel MFV “____________”, having the Port & Reg No. _________. 

The sale and assignment of the tonnage and/or engine power is absolute to the PURCHASER for the 
consideration of €…..……….., to be paid to the VENDOR on receipt by the 

PURCHASER of confirmation by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food that the said tonnage 
and/or engine power has been credited to the PURCHASER. 

This is so agreed: 

__________________________ PPS. No.________________ Dated _________________ 

(Signature of Vendor) 

__________________________ PPS No._________________ Dated _________________ 

(Signature of Purchaser) 

ASSIGNMENT TO VESSEL 

I, _______________________, of _____________________________________ 

__________________, PPS No.____________________ hereby declare that I will assign ______ Gross Tonnes and/

or ______ Kilowatts from the registered sea-fishing vessel MFV “___________”, having the Port & Reg No. 

_______, to the MFV “___________”. 

Signature ______________________ Dated ___________________



                                                         Investing in our common future 

 

 

The slogan  

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE 

The statement of the Programme is part of the Atlantic Area brand. This statement was adopted 
to highlight the contribution of the Programme for the construction of Europe and has to be 
widely disseminated through dissemination and promotion actions of the co-financed projects. 

The slogan can be inserted separately from the logotype as long as it appears on a visible place 
of the communication support. 

For further information read the Identity Manual, available on the Programme Platform 
[www.coop-atlantico.com] 

 

  

 

 

 

LEAD CONTRACTOR

PROJECT PARTNER

Designed by AQUATT

ACRUNET - the Atlantic crab resource users network - is about the fishing, management 
and marketing of brown crab Cancer pagurus L and its impact on maritime 
communities along the Atlantic seaboard of north-western Europe.  ACRUNET is 
supported by a European project of transnational cooperation approved in 2012 under 
Priority 1 (Promote transnational entrepreneurial and innovation networks), Objective 
2 (Enhance competitiveness and innovation capacities in maritime economy niches 
of excellence) of the Atlantic Area Transnational Programme, co-financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).    

www.acrunet.eu




